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This revised edition of the Provisional 
Dictionary has been up-dated to correspond 
to the symbol vocabularies and stamps 
printed by the Blissymbolics Communication 
Foundation in December 1975. It has been 
compiled to meet a need expressed by teachers 
currently using Blissymbols in their in- 
structional programme. It is by no means to 
be considered a complete or comprehensive 
dictionary of Blissymbols but only as a 
provisional one designed as a temporary 
stop-gap measure until a formal version is 
compiled and published. 


The format of the dictionary remains that 
of the first edition, compiled by Oliver Mott, 
September 1974. 


The symbols as reproduced are taken from 
several generations of displays and supp- 
lementary stamps and are not to be used 
as a guide to the drawing of symbols. 


July 1976 


The words marked 9 are the anglicised version of the word which appears 


beneath a symbol. Th 5 . ; 
hae a ym ese words also appear in their appropriate places in the 


March 1978, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/OTUED_8-2-3-12-4 


PREFACE TO THE PROVISIONAL DICTIONARY, Revised Edition 


The symbols used in the Blissymbolics Communication Foundation 
vocabularies are of four types: 


Simple pictographs depicting concrete terms, e.g. C) house, 

x «animal. 
Arbitrary symbols (with no representational connection between 
symbol and concept), e.g. [?]} question, 7’ the, + and. 
Abstract representational symbols, indicating relational concepts, 
e.g. |: after, | before, y) on. 

| AND 

Compound ideographs representing objects or concepts by combinations 


w 
of other symbols, e.g. |@ late, (VO) Senocl. 


(house-give-knowledge) 


The purpose of this word-to-symbol Provisional Dictionary is to 
list and locate all the symbols that appear on the Blissymbolics 
Communication Foundation displays and optional supplementary 
stamps issued in December 1975, and to give a breakdown of the 
compound symbols. 


The composition of the compound symbols is exposed only in terms 
of the parts which make them up, and a more detailed explanation 
or interpretation of the symbol is not given. The dictionary 
does not necessarily show how each symbol should be explained to 
a child learning the system. 


It may help to give an explanation for three particular symbols 
which occur in a number of compounds in an idiomatic sense: 


© basic meaning, heart, also represents feeling, emotion, in such 


v v v A 
symbols as OT happy, xQO<< angry, OT) upset, Le, feel, 


<> to love, OQ? to want. 


basic meaning, roof (cf. oO house), is extended to mean 
v ee 
protection, safety (as in ~/\._ shoes, Oe: safe, A‘ policeman) , 


and is also the element indicating family relationships: e.g. * fathe 


PREFACE CONTINUED 


a 
XA family, *®2 brother, etc., and “@® to Marry. 
— basic meaning earth, occurs with eye in © colour with ear 
in 2 sound, Dei cua, with mouth in Q food, and with plus 
in ‘ to have. 


KEY TO DICTIONARY 
Reading left to right, the letters and numbers indicate: 


(B) The Blissymbolics Communication Foundation version of a symbol 
and/or explanation. For the C. K. Bliss version see Appendix A. 


(By The Blissymbolics Communication Foundation version of a symbol 
and/or explanation; subject to further review. 

1 100 vocabulary, dated December 1975 

2 200 vocabulary, dated December 1975 

4 400 vocabulary, dated December 1975 

s optional supplementary stamps, dated December 1975 


Next, the word is given which appears beneath the symbol on the 
December 1975 vocabularies or stamps. 


‘ Change to symbol appears in APPENDIX B March Logs 


A word which is bracketed does not occur on any of the displays, but 
the symbol associated with it is a basic element, as part of other 
compound symbols. 

The symbol follows; 


next, where appropriate, the designations A. (adjective), and V. (verb); 


finally, the words indicating the composition of a compound symbol. 


a \N 
> 
about 
accessory otf thing clothing 
the action /\ 
(activity) A 
add > Via 
+ 
(additional) A. and 
adult 4 (Bliss: "flower" and "big" 
ef. “child™) 
afraid QC A. sad future guestion. 
after | 
afternoon Oli day after twelve 
again : 
(against) « 
) 
ago 
air ol sky nose 
aeroplane & wings wheel 
airplane & wings wheel 


Y aeroplane 


all 


alone 


Alphabet 


an 


and 


" 


angry 


animal 


answer 


around 


art 


attach 


attractive 


aunt 


autumn 


baby 
backyard 
garden 


badge 


ball 


ABC 


enclosure multiplication 


be one; see also only 


see also a 


much feeling against 


enclosure question 


REVISION UNDER CONSIDERATION 


see also stick 


eye happy 


sister parent 


season three leaf down 


("child" turned on side) 


(house...) 


(barrier) 


be 


be able 


because 


bed 


before 


belongs to 


between 


big 


bird 


birthday 


black 


blackboard 


blouse 


blue 


boat 


body 


> 


> 


b? 


see also can 


cause question 


see also possessive 


wings feet 


day y5irth 


(protection & star) 


colour eight 


enclosure 


pen 


see also shirt 


colour two 


bone 
book 
boy 
bread 
broken 
brother 
brown 
bus 
but 
buy 
by 
can 
cancel 
car 
carry 
cCacchiae. 


(cause) 


<> 


@) > 


LA 


(cf. page) 


(Cefee"child™ and “man7=) 


(cf. father, sister) 
colour four 
(wheel) (cf. car, 


wheelchair etc.) 


money thing 


see also be able 


(wheel) (cf. bus, 
wheelchair etc.) 


thing wheel 


get hand 


chair 


change 


cheese 


child 


choose 


Christmas 


circle 


city 


classifier 


clever 


cloth 


clothing 


cloud 


coat 


colour 


comb 


combine 


come 


OD Ay, 
O*t 


end) 


life water 

(Bliss: "flower" and "little" 
much division line 
birthday cross 

shape circle 

much much house 

mind part 

mind exclamation 

protection cloth 

water sky 


clothing over; see also 


sweater 

eye earth 
ring ring 
(ef. end”) 


eye 


@) 


tO 


comma 


command 


container 


cook '* 


correct 


count 


country 


cousin 


(ohevelicie 


(cross) 


cry " 


cupboard 


Cue 


cutlery 


day 


dead 


(delete) 


see also intensit 


fire 


mind 


say 


earth 


child 


man (made) 


rain 


sword 


tool 


sun 


delete 


food 


good 


number 


tree 


brother/sister parent 


thing tool 


. (cross symbolizing Christianity 


eye 


food 


earth 


life 


dentist l$w person medical teeth 
A 
desk TA table work 
dessert oO food happy 
g pudding/sweet 

different ¥ delete same 
an 

dieetocult | A. 

dinty ” a A. much eye speck 
A 

do A 


doctor person medical ars 


doll HA child (man) made 


door [] 


down i 
dress TA clothing woman 
A 
dress Bs V> clothing 
dr ink OS food water 
each i one enclosure multiplication 


ear 7 


early 1G A. before time 


con 


fo 
4 


S) 


earth == 


10 > 


eat 
egg = @ 


electricity vd 


elevator it 


gO lift 


(enclosure) i 


A 


end — 


enough -% 

excited Olll 

(exclamation) | 

expensive " xB 
© 

eye 

fall @o! 

@ eutum 

fall |! 

family \e-as 

far iy I 


fat 1k. 


A. 


A. 


(also — in some compounds 
food 

seed life 

room down up 


(c£. oScome") #see also stop 


minus more 

feeling exclamation 
much money 

season three leaf down 
down exclamation 


man protection 
woman 


see also thick 


‘ 
. 
: 
| 


protection 


father x 


feel oy) 


feeling see "heart" 


fignt X 


find e 


fire ? 
fire engine ee 


fire truck Ae 
fire engine 

fish | 
flag e 
flavouring" o+g 
ticor. 4 
flower y 
food ie) 
foot (Bes 


for yd 


forget Ge 


forward 


bis 


protection man 


heart 
hand (crossing) hand 
see thing earth 
car cancel fire 
car cancel fire 
food additional taste 
room location 
mouth earth 
legs locator 
knowledge (arrow leading out) 


Ss 


Ss 


(free) 


Friday 


friend 


from 


feuLe 


full 


full stop 


funny 


furniture 


future 


game 


garage 
garden 


garbage 


g rubbish 


(gas) 


gathering 


get 


girl 


give 


Or,QCT 


ioe 
uy 
R 


open heart 


day six 


person like 


(cf. "container" ) 


happy 


thing room 


to use as a tense see 
make action 


thing 


house wheels 


house...) 


container cancel thing 


(bubble) up 


down container 


(ch wwschiid" jand “woman 


up container 


mouth,» (cfiajitlaugh) 


play; see also) toy 


glass 


good +; 


goodbye oe —> 


grandfather AS Ale 
grandmother Aw 
grass a 


green 20 


grow 
m~ 

guess a+ Ve 

gym la 


hand N 
handle ON 
happy OT A. 


have & se 


IBS Be 


legs; see also walk 
creation superimposed on 
creation 


mind (positive: plus, 
exclamation) 


mouth (two arrows leading 
away from each other); see 
also hello 


father parent 


mother parent 


colour zero 


flower up 


mind question minus plus 


room activity 


strand (of hair) on head 
locator 


thing hand; see also 


switch 


feeling up 


plus earth 


14. 


hear 7 V. 
(heart) Y 

heavy al A. 
hello Cea 

help A Nie 
her A3 

here css 

hide A-9° ie 


hill Z) 
him X3 


(his) see possessive 


= 
hobby A’! 


holiday ey; 


hospital A$ 


hot <> A. 


man three; see’ also him 


ear 


see also feeling 


scales down 


mouth (two arrows coming 
together); see also goodbye 


help 


woman three; see also she 


(cf. “there”) 


make minus eye 


man three; see also he 


activity interesting 
day happy 

house medical 

fire 


©) 


to 


fo 


ey 
hour 


house Ce) 


how ‘A 
I 9) 
1OW many 4 
hundred ( LOO ) 


ice Q 
idea A 
if Oe 
(I'm sorry) hOQO 
in CJ 


in order to »> 


insect AAA 
intensity | 
interesting A. 
Hye ; 

keep ei ws 


time (degrec) 


question action 
question many, much 
person One; "sce. also me 
thing water 

brain down 

question or 


see also sorry 


exclamation; see also command 


mind exclamation 


container future; see also 
save 


kiss 


kneel 


Know 


(knowledge) 


lake 


late 


laugh 


lead 


(leaf) 


learn 


left 


legs 


let 


letter 


(life) 
Agbee 


ivone 


like 


mouth 


mouth make action 


V5 knowledge 


mind 
KX aL much 
|-© A. after 
A 
Vio V. happy 
aw 
Vis mind 


LO V. get 


Nee mind 


melt room 
© sun 


O +! Ven heart 


open 


water 


time 


mouth, (cio funny.) 


forward 


knowledge 


through 


down up 


eye 


positive 


es 


like al a near same as; see also 
similar 
little ae A. 


(locator) AV?2>< 


lonely Weil 


A. 
KH 
long A. 
loud 2! A. sound (ear, 
A 
love Ve heart 
Vv 
lucky Os. A. heart 
machine @ circle 
A 
make oe Vo creation 
A 
make action i 
) 
in the past 
A 
in the present 
C 
in the future 
Q 
make-believe A. be 
@ oretenc o 
making 
descriptive 


man d 


feeling minus person 


earth) exclamation 


arrow 


plus 


wheel 


sky 


PS. 


x 
many 

) 
marry V. 
may 
maybe o? 


me hi 
mean Ox A. 


big "2 | 


meaning 
little rz 
meaning 
measure HH Whe 
meat ORK 
(medical) 4 
medicine d} 
metal CO 
metaphor I 
milk he 
(oN 
(mind) 


(minus) a 


see also much 


protection 


be 


person 


feeling 


meaning 


meaning 


measure, 


food 


bottle 


bottle 


combine 


question 

ener aes alson 
sword 

big 

little 

ruler 


animal 


medical 


drink 


minute ‘GP 
Monday @ 
money 8 
month D 
moon ») 
v 
x 
more 
morning O-he 
x 
most 
mother a 
mouth O 
x 
much 
=< 
too much 


(multiply) xX 
music d? 
(musical note) d 


(my ) 


name 


time minute 
day two 
much sky (cf. 
day before 
sky much 
protection 


see also many 


over much 


(c£. much) 


musical note 


see possessive 


pen mouth 


19. 


most) 


i2 (noon) 


woman 


Sele 


K > 


need Ve (need, dependency) 
needle P 
(negative) s minus intensity 

Vv 
new 4 A. child; see also young 
news 9d eye ear 
night ) moon earth 
no =11) not intensity 
nose l 
not =a minus intensity 

¢ 
now 
number 7a 
nurse L$ person medical 
(of) see belongs to, and possessive 
on u 
only o1 be one; see also alone 
open LI A. 


opposite I 


or 
orange 
(our) 
out 
outing 
WEN, 
page 
pain 


pants 


g trousers 


paper 


parcel 


(parent) 


park 


parc 


past 


pen 


pencil 


ON 
7 


AES 


colour three 


see possessive 


legs arrow leading out 


of enclosure 


see also paper 


feeling sick 


clothing locator legs 


see also page 


protection person (cf. father, 
mother ) 


flower earth tree 


to use as a tense see 


Make action 


see also pencil 


see also pen 


oes 


period : 
full stop 

person i 
pet mO 
pink oy 
place a 
plastic © 


play AUT 


plaza eed 


shopping centre 


please ID 
x 
plural 
+ 
(plus) 
pocket or 
policeman Kes 


tN 
pollution 7 | 


pool ot se 


(positive) +| 


Wie 


animal heart 


colour seven 


locator earth 


REVISION UNDER CONSIDERATION 


activity happy (cf. game) 


much store 
exclamation feeling 
container clothing 


person proceer 


REVISION UNDER CONSIDERATION 


water enclosure swim 


plus exclamation 


2 4 
NOTE: 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
2 4 
2 4 
2 4 


possessive 


23 


eee see also belongs to 


The possessive is formed by adding -+. toa 


noun or pronoun: e.g. rey or Ads. 


child's his 


See Semantography, pages 439 and 440 


On the December 100 symbol and 200 symbol 
vocabularies the possessive form of the word 
appears under the pronouns. This is done for 
the benefit of the young child who is not yet 
ready for full use of the possessive form. 

See listing under (his), (my), (our), (their), 


and (your). 


present 


pretenc 


protection 


proud " 


pu dding/sweet 


purple 


push 


put 


question 


quick ‘ 


radio 


rain 


read 


)¢ past future; to use as 
v ° 
a tense see make action 


= 
1 OO glx 


v 


van 
(from "roof") 
Oz A. feeling over 
iS) OT food happy 
© 6 colour six 
oO Ve forward thing 
a vs place 
(2 
Xen A. much forward 
ay, enclosure ear electricity 
t water down 


record 
rectangle 
red 
relative 
right 
(ring) 


room 


rubbish 


sad 
care. 
same as 
Saturday 
save 

say 
(scales) 
school 
scissors 


secret 


Gy 


oocd 


10 
‘oO 


(disc) ear 
shape rectangle 
colour nine 


family relation person 


container concel thing 
At feeling down 
A. feeling protection 

day seven 


see also keep 


V3 mouth; see also speak 


house teach 


enclosure mouth 


(B) 1 


see ite 
seed ies 
o} | 
shape 
she K3 


shirt sd 


shoes aye 
shop ah 


shopping centre * eee 


show arc 
sick oo AG 
@ sick/ill 
similar INS 
oN 
sister A2 
Ge a 4 Vs 
skeleton lel 
sky 
sleep Vie 
Vv 
™| 
smart A. 
¥Y clever 


snow + 
socks PENS 


eye 
earth specks 
eye thing 


uO 


woman three; see also her 


see also blouse 


protection feet 
(locator on legs) 


room open to street money (tr.de) 


much shop 


house eye 


see also like 


protection female 
(cefsaibrother) 


two 


bones (in shape of enclosure) 


person 
enclosure eye 

mind exclamation 

rain star 

clothing legs locators; 


see also stockings 


soda pop asa $ drink gas 


soft " UN A.  (hand....) 
sorry hi ods a sad; see also I'm sorry 
(sound) Dd ear earth 
sounds like y) I- ear Similar 
soup bod 7 dish water 
speak 0 mouth; see also say 
special " ain A. most good 
° 
(speck) 
sport exit REVISION UNDER CONSIDERATION 
spring Om season one flower up 
square ool] shape square 
stairs et 
stand L Va 
star : 
stick = see also attach 
stockings it NS CLOtRLNG legs locators; 


+i cht I¢7 is see also socks 


wy oe U 


s,. 
2) 


eae 


stomach @) body locator 

A 
stop =, (cf. “come"); see also end 
store __)B room open to street money 
! snop (trade) 
story LJo page mouth 
stranger: LO" person feeling question 
street Pid) building locator 
strong 4 A. 
summer @Q<> season two hot 


sun O 


Sunday 0) day one 
surprise Ol | View feeling exclamation 

A 
swallow \s Vi down drink 
sweater oi clothing over; see also coat 
swim + an Ve. water person forward 
switch ON thing hand; see also handle 
(sword) x 


symbol as universe (earth, sky) write 


28. 


symbol part BS 


symbol 


position 


table 


take away 


taxi 


teacher 


tease 


teenager 


teeth 


telephone 


Se 


4 


television [Jos 


ten 


thanks 


that 


that 


the 


(10) 


ORY, 


(their) see possessive 


symbol part 


symbol place 


minus 
car (limited time) 
person teach (give knowledge 


REVISION UNDER CONSIDERATION 


(midway between "child" and 


PaduLt. 


word electricity 


electricity 


thing eye ear 


feeling give 


relativizer (relative pronoun) ; 
see also which and who 


them lee 


then 


therapist rat aal 


ond 
there 
they ie 
1 k 
thick A. 
: Oo 
thing 
Oo 
thing 
~ 
think se 
Be 
this 


thousand (1000) 


(through) +> 

thunder y a 
Thursday (6) 

tights/socks 


time eS 


>| 
to 


today OQ <¢ 


person three plural 
see also they 


(mutual dependency leading 


to upright person) 


person three plural 
see also them 


see also fat 


indicator 


mind 


ear lightning (sky, 
electricity) 
day five 


clothing legs locators: 
see also socks 


day present 


50; 


toilet 


tomorrow 


too much 


tool 


touch 


toy 


towel 


train 


treat 


tree 


triangle 


tricycle 


trousers 


Le ry iT) 


Tuesday 


typewriter 


uncle 


under 


chair 


day 


over 


hand 


hand 


thing 


cloth 


many 


Laing 


shape 


three 


clothing 


forward 


day 


machine 


brother 


water 


future 


much 


thing 


opposite 


car 


special 


triangle 


wheel 


locetor 


di fficule 


three 


pen 


parent 


play; see also game 


water 


lers 


underwear 


unit 


up 


upset 


us 


vegetable 


visitor 


volunteer 


walk 


walker " 


wall 


want 


wash 


water 


we 


weather 


Wednesday 


V. 


Seo 


clothing under 


feeling up down 


person one plural; 


see also we 


plant earth 


person visit 


helper free 


legs; see also go 


thing walk 


room locator 


feeling fire 


water container 


person one plural: 


see also us 


sun rain 


day four 


week 


weekend 


(what?) 


what thing? 


(wheel) 


wheelchair 


when? 


where? 


which? 


which 


white 


who? 


who 


why ? 


wind 


ou 


?> 


seven 


day Saturday (7), Sunday (1) 


happy 


water 


guestion 


question 


chair 


guestion 


question 


question 


help 


thing 


wheel 


time 


place 


pane 


relativizer (relative pronoun)? 
see also who and that 


colour 


question 


relativizer 


person 


(relative pronoun); 


see also which and that 


question 


alr 


cause 


forward 


window 


(wings) 


winter 


wish 


with 


woman 


word 


work 


workbook 


workman 


wow 


year 


yellow 


yes 


yesterday 


you 


+1 


V. 


33 


season four snow 
mind fire (cf. want) 
part speech (mouth, ear) 
activity activity 

book work 

man work 


feeling mouth positive 


sun (arrow moving around) 
Golour five 

positive exclamation 

day past 


person two 


34. 


(your) see possessive 


A 


you're OIA 


welcome 
young 


yugh ©-|! 


happy to help; see 


welcome 


child; see also new 


feeling mouth 


also 


negative 


APPENDIX A 


Charles K. Bliss version of symbol or wording 


badge 


V 
broken \ 
bus ORS 
car ee 


colours 


see Semantography 
pages 124, 286, 513 y’° 


dead QD) 
0 
ear g 


1) 


© 


eye 
fall (season) G) 


fire truck 


handle, switch 


igh ae 


hundred 100 


I'm sorry ck @ Ol n 
UTo! 


laugh 
legs read legs and feet 


making descriptive 


read making an eValuation 
0 


O 


mouth 


music ) 0 


- Yo 


nose Z 
plaza read shopping centre 


show ae © 


read showhouse, theatre 
spring @) 


summer (2) 


Sieh 


= 5 


ten 10 
thousand 1000 
week-end O7- 1 
V e 
oY 
wet 


winter (4) 


For further details about these items, see Semantography 
or write Mr. C.K. Bliss, P.O. Box 222, Coogee 2034, Sydney, 
Australia. 


APPENDIX B 


N. B, The size of the symbols drawn in this appendix is not to be compared 
with the size of the symbols in the preceding text, 


TERMINOLOGY: The location indicator is to be called the POINTER 


REVISED WORDING: 


ACTION SYMBOLS : 


NOUN INDICATOR: 


INDICATORS : 


GENERALIZATIONS : 


1, will now be ale 


opposite opposite meaning 


The action indicator wil] appear «bove all verbs, 
The wording under an action symbol] will include to in 
parentheses, A A A A 


© ree 


(to) sleep (to)think (to) come (to)go up 


When a "noun" symbol is ecpable of two meanings, the noun 
indicator will be drawn over the symbol having the 


concrete meaning, 
oOo. 0 


feeling heart life creature 


The indicator is placed in the mid position above the 
symbol, 

In compound/c ombined symbols; use the indicator appropiate 
to the total meaning, and place it in the mid position over 


the classifier. , A x 
(Ae! 


(to) sit (to)touch friends 


Exceptions to the above occur when symbols begin with the 
following 
V 


Vv x V 
es 2 
dirty empty branches unafraid/brave 


For symbols having both general ond specific moanings, 
both words will appear bolow the symbol. 


db ws ORG 


ship, boat car, vohicle cruel, mean 


REVISED SYMBOLS | 
N.B, The size of the symbols drawn in this appendix is not to 
be compared with the size of the symbols in the preceding text, 


New symbols 
(+ Ao cook 
V 


OD 
(to) catch 


hello 


A proud face 
(to) cry head 
lo 
hair 


SEASONS 
Will be available on stamps as an o;tion, 


For Children 


Ors 2 


2 Ge S: 
Os () ) © O3 
Ort O. 


winter 


